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As the Prehistoric Archaeologist for the Tennessee Division of Archaeology in 
Nashville, Tennessee, I am responsible for managing archaeological sites on 
State-owned lands, investigating disturbances to ancient Native American 
graves, conducting archaeological excavations and research, and informing the 
public about archaeology. From 2009–2022 I also served as an Adjunct Professor 
in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Middle Tennessee State 
University.  
 
My recent research in Tennessee and the American Southeast has included 
studies of site destruction caused by extreme weather events and looting, 
examinations of ancient freshwater shellfishing in the Middle Cumberland River 
Valley of Tennessee, and explorations of foodways archaeology in the American 
Southeast. My research has been funded in part by grants from the National 
Science Foundation and the Tennessee Historical Commission.  
 
Over the past decade I have been one of the leading researchers developing the 
archaeological study of ancient tattooing. In 2009 I organized the first American 
academic symposium to examine Native American tattooing, which culminated 
in the volume Drawing with Great Needles: Ancient Tattoo Traditions of North 
America. I have authored multiple book chapters and journal articles on the 
archaeology of tattooing, and am co-editor of the 2018 volume Ancient Ink: The 
Archaeology of Tattooing. My research includes studies identifying a 2,000 year 
old Ancestral Pueblo cactus spine tattooing tool from southern Utah, and 
Archaic period turkey bone tattooing tools from Tennessee, as well as an 
experimental study documenting physical differences in tattoos created using 
different pre-electric tools and techniques. Most recently I am engaged in 
efforts using non-destructive digital imaging technologies to record tattoos 
preserved on pre-Columbian Andean mummies in museum collections.  
 
Prior to employment with the State of Tennessee, I worked in the Cultural 
Resource Management industry as Project Manager and Principal Investigator 
for companies in Nashville and New Orleans. In those capacities I designed and 
supervised projects throughout the Southeastern United States on behalf of 
federal agencies, commercial development interests, and private clients. That 
work included historic and prehistoric cemetery delineations and mitigations, 
data recovery excavations, evaluations of site integrity and eligibility for 
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places, and archaeological surveys 
of planned development corridors. 
 
Please see the following pages for additional information on my professional 
experience and representative citations. 
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Tattooing, pp. 231-240. University of Washington Press, Seattle. 

2017. Scratching the Surface: Mistaken Identifications of Tattoo Tools from Eastern North America. In 
Ancient Ink: The Archaeology of Tattooing, pp. 193-209. University of Washington Press, Seattle. 

2016. On-screen appearance, “Iceman Reborn.” NOVA (PBS). Premiered February 17. 

2013. Deter-Wolf, A. and C. Diaz-Granados (editors) (2013) Drawing with Great Needles: Ancient 
Tattoo Traditions in Eastern North America. University of Texas Press, Austin. 

2013. Needle in a Haystack: Examining the Archaeological Evidence for Prehistoric Tattooing. In 
Drawing with Great Needles: Ancient Tattooing in Eastern North America, pp. 43-72. University 
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